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Abstract

Short poem, also locally called Seekavi kavi, Sara samsipta kavi, is one of the most
discussed genres in modern Sinhalese poetry. Even though it is often compared with
Haiku because of linguistic economy, there is enough evidence to demonstrate that
Sinhalese poetry tradition was rich enough to produce such a poetic genre from the
beginning itself. It is, however, unfortunate to see some scholars who hold the
aesthetic values of quatrain, couplet etc. high regards tend to criticize short poem
stating it is nothing but a poetic genre with a linguistic economy and does not have
high semantic values. Moreover, some intellectuals called it merely a description of
nature without considering the deep semantic aspects and structural dimensions.
Nevertheless, a number of studies show that short poems are not just a description of
nature, they are characterized by subsequent notable features; signifier and signified,
less rhetorical devices, ability read through various semantic dimensions and reader’s
experiences, epiphanic nature, encoded semantic structures, philosophical
background. To be able to grasp the overall semantic background of a short poem, it
is pivotal to focus on these features. This paper attempts to provide a more detailed
investigation regarding the significance of short poems through epiphany. Epiphany
is a concept that provides a sudden insight or realization that changes the reader’s
understanding. This paves the way for a reader to be independent in understanding a
poem and comprehends society, and life without being an ideologist. The research
seeks to address the following problem; how to practice epiphany to read or criticize
short poems. Thus, it set the stage to carry out a discussion about the utilization of
short poems as a sub-genre in modern Sinhalese poetry. Being qualitative research,

short poems published after 2010 will be made used as primary sources.
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